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Achieving Meaningful Use 

Certified EHR 
or EHR 
Module

Meaningful 
Use    

Measures

Privacy 
Security 

Standards

Standards 
(Content / 

Vocabulary / 
Transmission)

2

All the pieces must be in place under the ARRA Statute
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òMeaningful Useó Step1ðAttestation Step 2

ðIncentive Payment Step 3

P

A

Y

M

E

N

T

Federal 

Fiscal Year
MU of 

EHR 
time 

requirement

Payment

Year

Demonstrate 

ñMeaningful Useò 

of EHR must be 

completed within 

the Reporting

Period

Attestation
Window ï

(ends 2 months 

after end of 

reporting period)

Incentive
Payment received ï

Approx 45 days 

after attestation 

date

1 FY2011 90 days 2011
Jan 1, 2011 ï

Sept 30, 2011

April 1, 2011 ï

Nov 30, 2011

Rolling May 2011  

ïDec 2011

2 FY2012 1 Year 2012
Oct 1, 2011 ï

Sept 30, 2012

Oct 1, 2012 ï

Nov 30, 2012

NovïDec 2012

3 FY2013 1 Year 2013
Oct 1, 2012 ï

Sept 30, 2013

Oct 1, 2013 ï

Nov 30, 2013

NovïDec 2013

4 FY2014 1 Year 2014
Oct 1, 2013 ï

Sept 30, 2014

Oct 1, 2014 ï

Nov 30, 2014

NovïDec 2014

3

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

The sooner rolling payment received in 2011for payment 1, 

the longer the time interval till payment 2
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90 days 

requirement for 

Meaningful Use 

ïChoose your 

own start date

1st of 5 payments

Rolling 

Payment For 

Year 1 payment 

Only

2nd of 5 Payments 2012
After 1 full CY MU 

3rd of 5 Payments 2013 

After 1 full CY MU 

4th of 5 Payments 2014
After 1 full CY MU 

5th of 5 Payments 2015 
After 1 full CY MU 

90 days requirement 

for Meaningful Use ï

Choose your own 

start date

After 1 full FY MU 

2nd of 4 Payments 2012

3rd of 4 Payments 2013 

After 1 full FY MU 

4th of 4 Payments 2014 

After 1 full FY MU 

1st of 4 payments

Rolling payment 

Year 1 payment 

only 

Meaningful Use & Payment Timeline: 

Payment Year One ҍ 2011  

Hospitals

4 payments

For Year 2011

ONLY ïeligible START date 

for demonstrating meaningful 

use is Jan 1, 2011

** Use data on the hospital discharges from the hospital fiscal year that ends during the FY that is prior 

to the FY that serves as the payment year as the basis for making preliminary incentive payments

CMS FINAL RULE

Published

July 28, 2010

Eligible 

Professionals

5 payments
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Final Rule ҍòThink Big, Start Small, Act NOW!!ó
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Core Set ðYes/No Attestation

§170.302(a) Implement drug-drug and drug allergy interaction 

checks
Enabled

§170.304(e) Clinical Decision Support One rule

§170.304(j) Calculate and Transmit CMS Quality Measures Hospitals or 

CAH ī15

EP ī 6

§170.306(d) Exchange Key Clinical Information One test

§170.302(u) Privacy / Security Conduct or 

review Security 

risk analysis
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Reduced Quality Metrics Requirements

ÅAll Hospitals ð15 Quality Measures

Å2 Emergency Department Throughput  

Å7 Ischemic stroke  

Å6 Deep Vein Thrombosis  

ÅSame requirement regardless if Medicare, Medicaid, CAH

ÅDenominator is zero if organization had no cases (Childrenõs 

Hospitals)
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Quality Measures -Ambulatory

ÅEligible Professionals ð6 Quality Measures

Å3  mandatory òCoreó Quality Measures

ÅHypertension, Tobacco Use/Cessation, Adult Weight Screening

ÅAlternate Core: Weight Assessment/Counseling Children, Influenza 

Immunization > 50 years, Childhood Immunization Status

ÅSelect 3 more from list of 38 Quality Measures

8
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Definition òQualified EHRó
Å An electronic record of health-related information on an individual that: 

(A) Includes patient demographic and clinical health information, such as 

medical history and problem lists; and 

(B) has the capacity: 

Å (i) To provide clinical decision support; 

Å (ii) to support physician order entry; 

Å (iii) to capture and query information relevant to health care 

quality; and 

Å (iv) to exchange electronic health information with, and integrate 

such information from other sources.õõ
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*Definition of òComplete EHRó

Å The term Complete EHR is used to mean EHR technology that has been developed to 

meet all applicable certification criteria adopted by the Secretary.

Å We believe this definition helps to create a clear distinction between a Complete 

EHR, an EHR Module, and Certified EHR Technology. The term Complete EHR is not 

meant to limit the capabilities that a Complete EHR can include. Rather, it is meant to 

encompass EHR technology that can perform all of the applicable capabilities 

required by certification criteria adopted by the Secretary and distinguish it from 

EHR technology that cannot perform those capabilities. We fully expect some 

Complete EHRs to have capabilities beyond those addressed by certification criteria 

adopted by the Secretary.

Å *Page 2022  / Federal Register / Vol. 75, No. 8 / Wednesday, January 13, 2010 / Rules and Regulations
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Definition EHR Module
Å We have defined the term EHR Module to mean any service, component, or 

combination thereof that can meet the requirements of at least one certification 

criterion adopted by the Secretary. Examples of EHR Modules include, but are not 

limited to, the following:

Å An interface or other software program that provides the capability to 

exchange electronic health information;

Å An open source software program that enables individuals online access to 

certain health information maintained by EHR technology;

Å A clinical decision support rules engine;

Å A software program used to submit public health information to public health 

authorities; and

Å A quality measure reporting service or software program.
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òCertified EHR Technologyó *

ÅCertified EHR Technology is defined at section 3000(1) of the 

PHSA as ôôa qualified electronic health record that is certified 

pursuant to section 3001(c)(5) as meeting standards adopted 

under section 3004 that are applicable to the type of record 

involved.õõ

Å *Page 2022  / Federal Register / Vol. 75, No. 8 / Wednesday, January 13, 2010 / 

Rules and Regulations
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òKey clinical informationó
ÅBy òclinical informationó, we mean all data needed to 

diagnose and treat disease, such as blood tests, 

microbiology, urinalysis, pathology tests, 

radiology, cardiac imaging, nuclear medicine tests, 

and pulmonary function tests. 

ÅòWe leave it to the provider's clinical judgment as to 

identifying what clinical information is considered key 

clinical information for purposes of exchanging clinical 

information about a patient at a particular time with 

other providers of care.ó
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EUN Sessions on Meaningful Use

14

Session Day and 

Date

Time SessionTopic

#452 Sunday, 

October 10

2:00 pm  -3:00 pm Government Initiatives ðFocusGroup ðThink Big, 

StartSmall, Act Nowðbeyond MU objectives and 

measures ðcertification, timelines, penalties and 

payments

#351 Sunday, 

October 10

9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. Meaningful Use "101" ðA beginners guideð

Includes introduction to ARRA assessment

#352 Monday, 

October 11

2:45 -3:45 p.m. Meaningful Use "102" ðan intermediate guideðA 

closer look at Core and Menu Set Objectives and 

Measures

#354 Tuesday, 

October 12

11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Meaningful Use - The Whiteboard Story and 

Meaningful Use in Legoland

#355 Tuesday, 

October 12

1:30 -2:30 p.m. Meaningful Use FAQs and Open Microphone 

Questions 

#356 Tuesday, 

October 12

4:00 -5:00 p.m. Meaningful Use beyond the USA - International 

and Federal "Meaningful Use" initiatives 
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Core set
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Core Set ðYes/No Attestation

§170.302(a) Implement drug-drug and drug allergy interaction 

checks
Enabled

§170.304(e) Clinical Decision Support One rule

§170.304(j) Calculate and Transmit CMS Quality Measures Hospitals or 

CAH ī15

EP ī 6

§170.306(d) Exchange Key Clinical Information One test

§170.302(u) Privacy / Security Conduct or 

review Security 

risk analysis
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Menu Set


